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REJOICE! THE LORD OF PEACE COMES TO YOU 
 

AS WE GATHER  
As we prepare for the Lord’s coming, how do we know when He has 
arrived? John the Baptist asked a similar question of Jesus. Jesus points us 
to the answer. God’s rule and reign is seen in the restoration of His people 
and His kingdom. The blind receive their sight. The lame walk. The deaf 
hear. The lepers are cleansed. The poor receive the Gospel preached to 
them. When we see the reign and rule of God occurring, the King must be 
there, ushering in His kingdom. So we rejoice that Jesus is the one we have 
waited for, and He is among us. 
 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

333 ONCE HE CAME IN BLESSING   
 
INVOCATION  
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  
P Alleluia! Christ is coming soon! 
C He is coming soon indeed! Alleluia! 

 
P Rejoice in the Lord always! 
C For He will rejoice over us with gladness. 
 
P Again, I say, rejoice! 
C He will quiet us with His love. 
 
P Steadfast love and faithfulness meet. 
C Righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
 
P In Christ, the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
C the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear. 
 

P In Christ, the dead are raised up, 
C and the poor have the good news preached to them. 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is coming soon! 
C He is coming soon indeed! Alleluia! 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, the true light who comes into the world to enlighten 

all people, bless us as we light the candles of this wreath in preparation 
for Your coming, and enkindle in our hearts the fire of Your love that we 
may receive You with joy and gladness and evermore remain steadfast 
in the faith;’ for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 85:2 
P In the season of Advent, we prepare for Jesus to come. While today is 

a celebration of joy, we know that on our own, we would be entirely 
devoid of joy. Without Christ’s intervention and incarnation, we would 
be lost in torment forever. We approach God in reverence, mindful of 
how unworthy we are to be in God’s presence. 

 
Silence for reflection. 

P Heavenly Father, 
C we confess that we have doubted Your Son and His power. We 

have been filled with anxiety and stress. Revive us again, that Your 
people may rejoice in You. 

P The Lord God is in Your midst, the mighty One who will save. In Christ’s 
death and resurrection, God withdrew His wrath and put away His 
burning anger. He rejoices over you with singing and quiets your 
anxious hearts by His love. Hear these words of forgiveness, for they 
are from Christ Himself: As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 
by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. “You forgave the iniquity of Your people; You covered all 
their sin.” 

+ WORD + 
 

515 REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS   
 

SALUTATION  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Christ, and come, that in Your presence we may 
rejoice and rest in the peace that only You can give, for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING  Zephaniah 3:14–20 
(The Lord will rejoice over you with gladness) 

14
Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with 

all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
15

The LORD has taken away the 
judgments against you; he has cleared away your enemies. The King of 
Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. 

16
On that 

day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion;  let not your hands 
grow weak. 

17
The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will 

save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing. 

18
I will gather those of you who 

mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 
19

Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors. And I will save 
the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise 
and renown in all the earth. 

20
At that time I will bring you in, at the time 

when I gather you together; for I will make you renowned and praised 
among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HANDBELLS “Christmas Chimings” Eithun 
 

EPISTLE (Rejoice in the Lord always.)  Philippians 4:4–7 
4
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 

5
Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 
6
do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

7
And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL (“The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 

cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good 
news preached to them.”)  Luke 7:18-35 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

18
The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 

19
calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you 

the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 
20

And when the men 
had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, 
‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” 

21
In that 

hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and  
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on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 
22

And he answered them, “Go 
and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised  
up, the poor have good news preached to them. 

23
And blessed is the one 

who is not offended by me.” 
24

When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus 
began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into 
the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 

25
What then did you go 

out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed 
in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 

26
What then did 

you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
27

This is he of whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your 
face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 

28
I tell you, among those born 

of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he.” 

29
(When all the people heard this, and 

the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having been baptized with the 
baptism of John, 

30
but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose  

of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.) 
31

“To what then 
shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 

32
They 

are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, “‘We 
played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you 
did not weep.’ 

33
For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking 

no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 
34

The Son of Man has come eating  
and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend 
of tax collectors and sinners!’ 

35
Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED  
 

MEMORY VERSE “Now for a little while you may have had to suffer in all kinds of 

trials. These have come so that your faith-of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire-may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed.” 1 Peter 1:6b-7 
 

349 HARK THE GLAD SOUND   
 

SERMON “Rejoice in the Lord of Peace Who Comes to You!” Phil. 4:4-7 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
Dear heavenly Father, as we wait for the return of Christ, we often grow 
impatient. We are tempted to disdain our families, dismiss our friends, 
and deny our neighbors what they need. Our hearts are often far from 
joy, but we pray that You would teach us to rejoice in the Lord always! 

C Again I will say, rejoice! 
P Lord, in the midst of our rejoicing there is also sadness and struggle.  
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Some among us are sick, injured, and recovering. Today we pray for . 
Provide them with healing and calm their troubled hearts. In the midst of 
their suffering, teach them to rejoice in the Lord always! 

 

C Again I will say, rejoice! 
P Lord, it is most challenging to rejoice when we are surrounded by 

death. Comfort those who grieve and mourn the death of loved ones. 
Place the hope of resurrection before their eyes. Remind them that in 
paradise we will all rejoice in the Lord always! 

C Again I will say, rejoice! 
P Lord, we thank You for the times rejoicing is common in our lives. Grant 

that their rejoicing lead us all to rejoice in the Lord always! 
C Again I will say, rejoice! 
P Lord, many are struggling with loneliness, especially at this time of year. 

Inspire Your Church to reach out in friendship and love to those who 
need it, that together we all rejoice in the Lord always! 

C Again I will say, rejoice! 
P Into Your hands, Lord Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in Your ever-present mercy. 
C Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
+ SACRAMENT + 

 

PREFACE  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who in His incarnation has rejoiced over 
us with loud singing and calmed us with His love, so that we might 
rejoice in the Lord always. Therefore, with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

347 COMFORT, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE   
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on  
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our  
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flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross.  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You,  
O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do 
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in 
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST  
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your 
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, 
Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and 
teach us to pray… Our Father 

 

PAX DOMINI  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 
 

626 COME, LET US EAT   
348 THE KING SHALL COME WHEN MORNING DAWNS   
366 IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR   
633 AT THE LAMB'S HIGH FEAST WE SING vv. 1-3   
 
HANDBELLS “Silent Night” Grueber 
 
387 JOY TO THE WORLD  
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  
P Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of 

the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.  
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Keep us firm in the true faith as we wait for the day of His coming, that 
we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of 
the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

813 REJOICE, O PILGRIM THRONG vv. 1, 2, 6, 7   
 

 
 
 
 
Pastor Paul Hauser Organist    Tami Mosher 
Elders Frank Yell/Marc Pinet A/V Mark Richardson  
Greeters Elmer Blehm & Myrna Pruitt  Altar Guild Jeanne Kade & Maxine Diener 
Ushers      Paul Bohn, Roger Kade, Jerry Neuenfeldt 
  

Our Measure of Love and Gifts 
Attendance last week – 96, Midweek Advent 49 Needed for The Lord’s Work at 
Zion $4,128 ~ Received for the Lord’s Work $5,168 = Loose Plate $121, Envelopes 
$4,271, Mission $285, Maintenance $466; in memory of Pam Van Liew $25; Cap Prj. 
$200; Memory of Ruth Rohn $50, memory of Marilyn Beyersdorf $75. 

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday ~ Dec 22- Doug 
Hollingsworth; Dec 24- Katrina Grossman; Dec 27- Elmer Willman (his 82nd).  

Advent Soup & Sandwich Suppers will conclude with a potluck meal on 
Wednesday, December 19 at 5:30 pm followed by worship at 7:00 pm. Please bring 
your favorite dish to share!  Beverages and tableware will be provided.  

Zion’s Annual Turkey Dinner will be held on Wednesday, January 16 from 4:30-7 
pm.  Donations for turkey and other supplies can be given to Jack Armstrong. Sign 
up sheets for help will be out soon.  

Recycle your Christmas lights ~ Have old Christmas lights? Don’t throw them 
away! Lights can be dropped off at the Richland Township office in Hemlock through 
January 15, 2019. Proceeds benefit the CAN Council (Child Abuse and Neglect 
Council) of the Great Lakes Bay Region. Contact Mid Michigan Waste Authority with 
any questions at 989-781-9555. 
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